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2551 Jackson Drive. • Oshkosh, WI  54901 • 920-203-2357 

                             FOOD FOR THOUGHT
Greetings Friends,

     Our first few months of existence continue to be times of intense activity and great excitement for the Oshkosh Area Community Pantry.  Only through the efforts of dedicated individuals and efforts of many community organizations have we been able to make some giant leaps forward.    
     In collaboration with the St. Vincent de Paul Society of Oshkosh, our new 10,000 square foot site opened at 2551 Jackson Drive on April 24th.  Our guests response to our “shopping” format has been overwhelmingly positive and we have witnessed the true dignity in being able to select grocery items of ones own choosing.
     We have also expanded our hours of operation allowing us to serve our guests on Monday evenings and Saturday mornings (Mondays 3-7 p.m.; Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. and Saturdays 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.).  
     We are also pleased to report that the volunteer spirit is alive and well in our community.  OACP has more than doubled its volunteer ranks with over100 new volunteers offering their time and talents to support our mission.  We are pleased that WAVE Robotics and Provident Financial have chosen to commit to volunteer activities at our site on a regular basis.
     Our outreach and partnership community support organizations has also grown as UW Extension, Winnebago County, Red Cross, Winnebago County Literacy Council, the Christine Ann Center and REACH have now scheduled regular outreach activities at our site.  Plans are in the works to make the OACP a “super center” in 2010 for VITA tax return preparation which targets low income individuals.   We believe that these activities will enable the OACP to fulfill our mission to establish a collaborative community food pantry which addresses not only the food and nutritional needs of our customers, identify and evaluate our customers’ broader needs and provide access to other community resources that foster independence.

      Our outreach has also extended to our four-legged friends though the activities of Operation Kneady Paws.  In cooperation with the Oshkosh Area Humane Society, this group led by Bonnie Land has undertaken efforts to secure pet food and supplies which will make it possible for pets and owners to stay together in economically stressed households – lessening the chance that pet owners will have to give up their beloved pets due to their inability to feed them.   

     OACP continues to be the beneficiary of the unbelievable generosity of our community.  We are most grateful for the replenishment of our food stocks from the recent postal carriers “Stamp Out Hunger” and UWO EAP food drives.   We have also received word of new funding commitments from the Oshkosh Area Community Foundation and U.S. Oil Foundation.  Additionally, OACP is initiating our first community fund-raising activity for which the Oshkosh Area Community Foundation has offered matching funds.
      We know that there is real power and satisfaction that comes from being able to give back to our community.   It is very apparent that being able to give back and make a difference is a powerful force not only in the lives of those receiving help but also in the lives of those able to give the help.  

    The Oshkosh Area Community Pantry is most grateful for your past support and commitment to making a difference in the lives of many here in our community.  I would like to encourage everyone to join us in the growth of the Oshkosh Area Community Pantry at whatever level they are able.  The need in our community is unmatched since the depths of the Great Depression.  OACP saw a doubling in pantry usage during the month of May with a record number of 980 families receiving food assistance. 

     Your act of faith and kindness will be most appreciated and can have a lifetime effect on the lives touched - One just may never know how stepping up and stepping in to the lives of others will make a difference that may literally save a life.     

Thank-you for all your kindnesses and efforts!

Sincerely, 
Steve Vickman

Executive Director
Oshkosh Area Community Pantry

info@oacptoday.org
920-203-2357
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